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The 9 Best Chardonnays to Drink 
Right Now, From Napa to Burgundy

Best Chardonnay Under $75
2021 VINTAGE

BY MIKE DESIMONE AND JEFF JENSSEN

While pinot noir was our first chapter at 
Durell, chardonnay has become an essential 
part of the story. Originally a cattle ranch, the 
land was transformed into a vineyard in the 
early 1980s by Ed Durell, and since Bill Price’s 
stewardship began in 1997, it has remained 
one of the most respected chardonnay sites 
in the state. Today, 85 acres of chardonnay 
are planted across Durell’s complex terrain, rocky 
ridgelines, valley-floor flats, and gravel-streaked hillsides.

Over the years, chardonnay from Durell has earned acclaim not only in 
our cellar but from countless producers who have sourced from this site. In 
2023, Wine Spectator named Durell one of the “Best of California” Chardonnay 
vineyards, a recognition built on decades of consistency and character.
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THREE STICK S VINE YARDS

Alana, Durell, Gap’s Crown, 
One Sky, Walala, William James

Heritage

96
pts.

- MEREDITH MAY

The Three Sticks label’s origin story is from the Durell 
Vineyard, its cool breezes off the Pacific and layers of 
fog influencing—and elevating -- its stature. Aged in 
100% French oak (21% new) for 14 months with 100% 

malolactic fermentation; and thanks to its natural 
acidity, the buttery influence of the ML is evened out. 

Nutmeg laces through lemon meringue, with a flocking 
of vanilla-dusted white flower petals. Pinpoint acidity 
continues to be reflected in the wine’s fresh factor, with 

dots of salinity accenting pear and Golden apple.

A P P E L L A T I O N

Sonoma Coast

V A R I E T Y  C O N T E N T

100% Chardonnay

S O I L

Los Robles Gravelly Clay 
Loam, Goulding Cobbly Clay 
Loam

C L O N E S

Wente, Hyde

F E R M E N T A T I O N

French Oak

F E R M E N T A T I O N  L E N G T H

22 days
M A L O L A C T I C 

F E R M E N T A T I O N

100%

B A R R E L  A G I N G

14 Months

B A R R E L  C O M P O S I T I O N

100% French Oak; 21% New

A L C O H O L  C O N T E N T

13.7%

T O T A L  A C I D I T Y  ( T A )

6.0 g/L

P H

3.32

P R O D U C T I O N

665 Cases

S R P

$70

R E L E A S E  D A T E

August 2025

2023
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Best Winter Whites
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